
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



6o Bulletin No. r6. 

seen by my brother the past spring at North Greenfield. As observed at 
some distance, the bird seemed pure white in color. It was with a flock 
of Crows of normal color and behaved like any ordinary Crow. It did 
not seem to receive any unusual attention from its companions. 

Red-headed Woodpecker and Kingbirds. -^A pair of Kingbirds built 
a nest in a white oak tree, near the house, in June. About the time of its 
completion, an ill-tempered Red-headed Woodpecker came along and pro- 
ceeded to tear up the nest in spite of vigorous attempts at remonstrance 
by its owners. Several times the birds came to close quarters and in- 
dulged in a rough and tumble fight. 

R. M. Strong. A^ortJi Greenfield, Wis. 

Notes from Oberlin, Ohio. — Of the i8o odd species of birds which 
an active ornithologist might feel reasonably confident of finding in 
Lorain County during a spring, summer and early autumn, only 149 have 
been seen by the writer thus far during 1897. Of the thirty odd unre- 
corded species at least two must have failed to appear in the county. 
These are the Dickcissel {Spiza americana) and Henslow's Sparrow 
(Ammodramus hetisloxvH). They were diligently searched for in all 
places without success. Many of the others escaped notice because of 
lack of opportunity to search for them where and when they could be 
found. Of the 149 actually recorded, at least twenty-six appeared in a 
more or less unusual role. Since there was a marked increase in the 
numbers of twenty-two species, and just as marked a decrease in the 
numbers of but two, it is fair to conclude that the season has been fav- 
orable for the birds. The records of many of these twenty-two species is 
so interesting that they deserve special mention : 

Great Blue Heron, Ardea Itcrodias. — It has been not only more 
common than usual, especially on the lake shore, where a small flock was 
seen for weeks during the early autumn, but one settled in a pasture 
within the village corporation. His vain efforts to balance himself upon 
the top wire of a fence were tantalizingly ludicrous. 

Bob-white, Colinus virginianiis. — It is gratifying to notice that this 
species is decidedly on the increase. A covey of some fifteen was startled 
from an evergreen in my neighbor's front yard, on a Sunday morning. 

Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura. — Seen almost every day during 
the spring and summer. 

Long-eared Owl, Asia zuilsonianus. — This is the first year that it has 
ever approached being common. 
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Yellow-bellied Woodpecker, Sfhyrafiicus varius. — The first season 
it has been actually found nesting. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker, Melanerfes carolitius. — A very noticeable 
increase in numbers and consequent greater boldness. During Septem- 
ber one individual ventured upon the college campus several times. 
His call sounded strangely on the busy street. 

Bobolink, Dolichonyx oryzivorus. — A decided decrease in numbers, 
probably due to the conversion of so many pastures and meadows into 
cornfields. It seemed to be more common after *he molt. 

Baltimore Oriole, Icterus galbula. — It has been universally 
remarked that the "Orioles" were never so numerous before. "Abun- 
dant" would not overestimate the numbers. 

American Crossbill, Loxia curvirostra minor. — Not only far more 
numerous than ever before, but remained much later also. There is a 
suspicion that broods were raised in the county. 

American Goldfinch, Sfitnts tristis. — Certainly abundant. One 
could not get beyond the reach of the plaintively fretful call note. 

Cardinal, Carditialis cardinalis. — In nearly every small woods, and 
common along the rivers. A noticeable increase. 

Cedar Waxwing, Ampelis cedrorum. — Never so many before. 
Nested plentifully in the village. 

Ovenbird, Seiurus atirocapillus. — Abounded in the woods. Unmer- 
cifully imposed upon by the Cowbird. Last year (i8g6) the Ovenbird 
was not at all common. 

Yellow-breasted Chat, Icteria ■virens. — The increase over last year 
was fully loo per cent., judging from the numbers observed. 

Barn Swallow, Petrochelidon lunifrons. — The birds came into town, 
two pairs nesting in my neighbor's barn. They were everywhere in evi- 
dence. 

Brown Creeper, Certhia familiaris amertcana. — Common during 
the spring migration. The increase seemed to be fully 300 per cent. 
None could have spent the summer heije. 

Purple Martin, Progne suhis. — While not common outside of town, 
it was not unusual to see birds flying over the country. In former years 
it has been confined to the towns. 

BLUE-iiRAY Gnatcatcher, PoUoftlla cccrulea. — Never more common 
before. This summer every woods boasted several pairs. Nesting in 
all woods. 

Wilson's Thrush, Turdus fuscescens. — Common and nesting in the 
deeper woods. Singing well into July. 
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Bluebird. Sialia sialis. — Nearly equal to its former numbers, but 
not singing. 

Green-crested Flycather, Emfidonax vircscens. — Abundant in 
all woods, and nesting plentifully. Its note was one of the ceaseless 
sounds of the woods. Lynds Jones, Oberlin, Ohio. 

Ruby-throated Humming-bird Breeding in the Same Location for 
Ten Consecutive Years. — On May 29, 1897, I collected a nest and two 
fresh eggs of the little Ruby-throat from a pair of birds which have an- 
nually nested in the same locality. The bird remained on the nest while 
I severed the branch on which it was placed. The locality in which this 
pair of birds have nested so long, is a small group of sugar maples near 
a brook in a ravine on the border of a large wood. The first time I 
found them nesting here was May 29, 1897, when I took a nest and two 
fresh eggs from a neighboring tree. On the same branch, and only six 
inches away, was an old nest, showing the birds had used the locality in 
previous years. J. Warren Jacobs, Wtxynesburg, Pa. 

Abundance of Dendroica in California. — For about a week prior to 
January 21, 1897, I noticed a number of Warblers along a creek that 
ran near a road, over which I passed daily. They were very active and 
could be heard chirping as they searched for insects in the trees and on 
the ground. I thought they were Audubon's, but on the 22nd I thought 
the note sounded different from Audubon's, so I returned earlier than 
usual (about 4:50 p. m.) and found them quite common, and they allowed 
me to approach within from six to eleven feet, when to my surprise I saw 
they were Myrtle. The creek was quite low and they would sit on the 
rocks in water or search along the bank. On the 23rd I found about fifty 
and shot one. On the 2nd of February I shot two more, and they ap- 
peared to be old birds, though I could not say for sure. (One of the birds 
was named by Mr. R. Ridgway of the Smithsonian.) I had not met the 
Myrtle at any place except along the creek, but after February nearly all 
the birds I noticed seemed to have the white throat patch. I could not 
see any difference between this bird and Audubon's except there seemed 
to be a slight difference in the note, and in the latter part of February I 
could generally tell by note whether it was Audubon's or Myrtle. A small 
note-book in which I kept my rough notes after March was lost, so all I 
have is as follows ; February 6, about twenty in oaks on hills. February 
14, more common than Audubon's. March 7, about equally divided. 
March 20, still common in hills. April 4, common as Audubon's. Al- 



